Circulation Research Editors' Yearly Report: 2003
Eduardo Marbán, Roberto Bolli, Gerda Breitwieser, Rudi Busse, Hal Dietz, Masao Endoh, Toren Finkel, Kathy Griendling, David Kass, Charles Lowenstein, Marlene Rabinovitch, Gordon Tomaselli, Kara Hansell Keehan W e are pleased to produce this yearly report on the status of our journal. Simply put, 2003 was a banner year for Circulation Research, which celebrated its 50th anniversary of publishing the best of basic cardiovascular science and translational research for the American Heart Association. The Editors hope you enjoyed over the past year the many personal reminiscences from prominent individuals in the field who reflected on the past 50 years of cardiovascular research and the journal as a vehicle for publication of the science.
We are pleased to announce in this, our fourth such state-of-the-journal report, that Circulation Research received a total of 1813 manuscripts in 2003. This sets not only a new record for submissions to the journal, but exceeds our previous record by 21.8% ( Figure 1 ). While submissions increased in the past year, our acceptance rate decreased slightly to a near-record low of 19.7% (Figure 2 ). The Editors remain committed to maintaining the journal's traditional standards of selectivity, despite the number of submissions received.
Submissions to the journal were made even easier by the change to a new manuscript tracking system powered by HighWire Press, which enables authors to submit fully and seamlessly online, to track the progress of their manuscript in review, and to read decision letters and reviews online as well. New online tools are now offered to reviewers-free linking to articles cited in the manuscript in review, references in HTML format with direct links to PubMed, easily downloadable PDFs, and the ability to customize one's areas of research expertise. We hope you will agree that submitting to and reviewing for Circulation Research improved considerably in 2003.
Circulation Research continued on track in 2003 in time to first decision for original research articles ( Figure 3 ). For Original Contributions, a first decision was rendered in an average of 3.2 weeks. Decisions were recorded on UltraRapid Communications and Reports in 2.2 and 1.9 weeks, respectively. The average time to first decision for all original research articles remained impressively low at 3.1 weeks on average. For all accepted original research articles, the time from acceptance to print publication was 6.8 average weeks (Figure 4 ). Less than 1 week of this time is taken at the editorial office, while the majority is print production time with the publisher. Still important to note is that all original research articles are published in the Online First feature of Circulation Research, whereby articles appear in PDF proof format 5 to 9 days after acceptance. Authors and readers alike have continued to provide positive feedback regarding the rapidity of Online First publication.
In Figure 5 , we see the final decision breakdown of manuscripts in 2003. Notable here is the relatively low reject de novo rate (12.8%), which illustrates that the Editors of Circulation Research are committed to fair and reasonable decisions, encouraging de novo resubmission only when the work truly justifies such a decision. The Editors continued to screen manuscripts at the editorial level (inappropriate decisions at 7.4%) and via triage review (19.8%). We would like to take this opportunity to thank our dedicated Editorial Board members, many of whom assisted considerably in the triage review process. We extend our thanks also to our numerous reviewers-at-large on whose expertise and volunteer help we continue to rely.
We are pleased to announce that the Circulation Research impact factor increased in 2002 to 9.694 over year 2001. Table lists this and all the other review series topics currently underway in the journal. As the Editors continue to seek out exciting areas of wide interest to readers and contributors, we welcome your suggestions and feedback at circulation.research@ circresearch.com.
